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- Weleome!

Welcome to the 2025/26 Autumn—-Winter edition of the
Ross-on-Wye Town Council Event Guide. Before exploring
what’s on in and around the town, take a moment to
discover some must-see things to see and do in
Ross-on-Wye.

Must See 4

MARKET HOUSE

Visit the recently restored Market House, one of the oldest buildings
in the centre of town built between 1660 and 1674. It houses Made in
Ross, a fine art and craft gallery upstairs, showcasing a wide range
of locally made arts and crafts.

The Market Square holds weekly markets on Thursday and
Saturdays where you can buy a range of gifts, flowers, crafts, food
and drink.

ST MARY'S CHURCH

Wander up to the beautiful St Mary’s Church with its 205 foot high spire and head to
The Prospect for breathtaking views over the River Wye.

THOMAS BLAKE MEMORIAL GARDENS

Relax in the Thomas Blake Memorial Gardens, a pretty terraced space
overlooking the riverside, opened in 1907 to commemorate one of the
town'’s great benefactors, leading to the accessible Sensory Garden.

WALENTY PYTEL'S SCULPTURES

Local sculptor Walenty Pytel's three metal sculptures depicting
salmon, swans and mallards can be found at the top of Wye Street
and on the riverbank.

RIVERSIDE

In good weather enjoy a picnic on the Rope Walk with its children’s play area or take a walk
along the riverside’s Linear Arboretum. Stop off for a drink and bite to eat at The Hope &
Anchor or The Riverside Inn with your four legged friend.



~Auvtumn / Winter 2026 ——

Ross-on-Wye Town Council is delighted to bring you another season
of events, from autumn highlights for all ages to the much-loved
Christmas Fayre and festive markets.

This guide details these events and more to help you plan your next weekend getaway,
trip into town or day out with the family! Don't forget that the Market House hosts weekly
Thursday and Saturday markets, all year round. So, if you can't make it to the Christmas
Fayre, don't worry! Of course this guide can't contain everything, so we recommend
visiting the Visit Ross website (www.visitrossonwye.com) for upcoming events as they
are organised later in the year.

What’s On?

October

October in Ross is packed with events — from book talks and music to performances
including MottFest, Jazz Club and a ghostly one-man show. Add in community
celebrations, memorial dedications, blue plaque unveilings, half-term fun, and a
big Halloween Club Night to round off the month.

November @f\

A mix of art, music and festive cheer - from Absolute Amy’s stunning tribute
show to the Tearfund Big Quiz and a musical sing-along . Enjoy Ross Penyard
Singers at St Mary’'s Church and A Christmas Carol at The Phoenix Theatre. All of
this as well as the much-loved Ross Town Council's Christmas Fayre.
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December

A month full of festive spirit — with bustling Christmas Markets and
yuletide concerts. Highlights also include the Christmas Carnival with
Father Christmas, carol singing around the town and a big New Year's
Eve Party with XL5 at the Corn Exchange.
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January & February

January kicks off with family fun at the Aladdin pantomime and a night of classic
rock with Bruce Juice, the ultimate Bruce Springsteen tribute band. February
brings the Wye Valley Chamber Music Winter Festival to St Mary’s Church along
with free half-term activities across town for families and children.

page
14

If you have an event coming up this year and would like to be

included in our next edition contact us via the details below: Saw, me
01989 562373 Q
tourism@rosstc-herefordshire.gov.uk &

Design by pixel&glitch www.pixel-glitch.com



October <4

- Wednesday October Ist 7pm
JAMES HANNING - THE BOOKSELLER OF HAY:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RICHARD BOOTH - BOOK TALK

www.ticketsource.co.uk/rossiterbooks

Local Bookseller Rustie will talk to author James Hanning about Richard Booth -
the man who created the world’s largest second-hand book bookshop, coined
the term ‘book town’ and pronounced himself King of Hay-on-Wye. A joint event
with The Friends of St Mary’s.

1 £8 per person (£3 off the book at the event)

Thursday October 2nd 7:30pm

OPEN MIC

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Wye's Words is an open mic the first Thursday of every month at the
Corn Exchange, Hosted by Jonathan Aylett & Ryan George Chambers.

- Friday October 3rd - Sunday October 5th
MOTTFEST

www.hitthenorth.co.uk/mottfest

A weekend of live music, film screenings and spoken word events!

sunday 5th (12pm) - Unveiling and dedication of a memorial bench in the memory of Pete and Buff.
Location — Rope Walk, Ross-on-Wye.

sunday 5th (Ipm) - Unveiling of an official Blue Plaque to commemorate Mott the Hoople.
Location - Hope & Anchor pub, Ross-on-Wye.

% Various

Thursday October 9th 7:30pm

JAZZ CLUB

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Kim Cypher is one of the UK’'s most exciting saxophonists, vocalists and band leaders. With
acclaimed albums, award-winning videos, international performances and sell-out shows at
Ronnie Scott's Jazz Club, she’s renowned for top-quality performances bursting with style,
passion and charisma, plus her vivacious stage presence and warm audience connection.

1 £12 per person



— Friday October 10th 7pm
COCKTAILS & A MUSICAL

www.facebook.com/larru perzcentre

Come along to the Larruperz lounge for a musical on the big screen! Enjoy free
entry, free popcorn, and a great night out. The bar opens at 7pm and the movie
starts at 7:30pm.

Saturday October 11th 7:30pm

AN EVENING OF GHOST STORIES BY M.R. JAMES

www.phoenix-theatre.org.uk

In this one-man performance, Toby Burchell performs two chilling tales by the finest writer of the
ghost story genre, M. R. James. Originally narrated by James himself as an entertainment for
friends, these are the perfect traditional ghost stories.

i1 £15 per person

— Saturday October 11th 8pm
REIVERS GALLOWS PIRATE BAND

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Scallywags and rogues plundering music's rich history - this lively band
delivers great tunes and playful twists on familiar songs.

1 £10 per person

Friday October 17th 8pm

COMEDY CLUB WITH SEAN HEYDON

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Sean Heydon is a multi-award-winning magician and comedian, seen on Britain’s Got Talent,
Soccer AM and The Paul O'Grady Show. Known for his inventive illusions and sharp humour, he’s
entertained audiences worldwide — from comedy clubs to Google’s sales conference — earning
standing ovations with his unique mix of magic and charm.

1 £15 per person

- Saturday October 18th 6pm
AN EVENING WITH “THE DANCING MISTER"

www.rossparishes.uk

Step back in time as Tim Walker brings to life the dances of medieval Europe. No experience needed —
suitable for all ages and abilities. Expect music, movement, and laughter! Light refreshments.

T £10 adults, £2 children in advance 6







~ Wednesday October 22nd 7pm

MARK FORSYTH = RHYME & REASON - BOOK TALK

www.ticketsource.co.uk/rossiterbooks

Mark Forsyth (AKA The Inky Fool) is a writer, blogger and journalist who explores the history and
quirks of the English language. His latest book is a short history of poetry (and people) for people
who don't really read poetry. A joint event with The Friends of St Mary’s.

i1 £8 per person

Thursday October 23rd 7pm

SAM KHORTON - RAGWORT
= BOOK TALK

www.ticketsource.co.uk/rossiterbooks

Sam will be in conversation with bookseller Rustie about his novel
Gorse and the sequel, Ragwort. An author of literary fantasy, Sam
lives above the moor in North Cornwall, and draws on its wild
landscape, wide skies, and windblown folklore for his work. A joint
event with The Friends of St Mary’s.

1 £8 per person (£3 off the book at the event)

- Monday October 27th - Friday October 31st

OCTOBER HALF TERM ACTIVITIES

www.rosstc-herefordshire.gov.uk

A variety of free activities for families and children will be held across the half term.
Visit Ross-on-Wye Town Council’'s website for more information!

Friday October 31st 6pm

HALLOWEEN CLUB NIGHT

www.facebook.com/Iarruperzcentre

It’s going to be BIG!

1 TBC
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Saturday November 8th 7pm

ANGELA HARDING - WINTER'S SONG - BOOK TALK

www.ticketsource.co.uk/rossiterbooks

Join printmaker and illustrator Angela Harding for a talk on how she creates
her iconic artwork. Drawing inspiration from British birds and animals,
Angela creates her beautiful and instantly recognisable designs. She will
share insights into her creative process, discuss what draws her to the British
countryside and how she translates her observations into her artwork. A joint
event with The Friends of St Mary’s.

1 £8 per person

Friday November 14th 6:45pm

ABSOLUTE AMY LIVE

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Meet Holly Cosgrove, Jazz/Trip hop songwriter, best known as ‘Fable’ and the UK’s hottest tribute to
Amy Winehouse. Absolute AMY is a remarkable journey through Amy’s influences, her greatest
works and her later covers spanning Soul, Hiphop, Jazz, and Ska, with a spine tingling likeness that
keeps Amy's incredible music alive. After winning a string of major talent shows in the UK, it was
clearly obvious that Holly Cosgrove was destined for a career in Show Business. Holly is an exciting
and vibrant act who has gained much experience in theatres, holiday resorts, hotels and private
functions.

Her dynamic, powerful vocals and finely polished stage presence make for an incredible
performance. Holly demonstrates a rare ability to deliver contemporary pop, equally as well as
choreographed ‘show songs’ with poise and style.

Her captivating voice can switch effortlessly from varied musical genres.

1 £15 per person

Saturday November 15th 7pm

TEARFUND BIG QUIZ EVENING

www.rossparishes.uk
Charity Quiz Evening — bring a team or

come and make one up on the night -
Bring & Share snacks and Wine Bar &

soft drinks. @
O (@]

% Donations only 13



Wednesday November 19th 7pm

COCKTAILS & A MUSICAL

www.facebook.com/larruperzcentre

Come to the Larruperz for a Sing-A-Long with Mamma Mia on the big screen and enjoy
a cocktail or three! Free entry and free popcorn. The bar opens at 7om and the movie
starts at 7:30pm.

- Saturday November 22nd 7:30pm
GENESIS SONGBOOK

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Genesis Songbook are the ultimate celebration of Phil
Collins-era Genesis! Expect hits such as Turn It On Again
mixed in with older favourites from their whole career. This is
a Genesis show to please fans across the board!

“The best exponents of Collins-fronted Genesis I've seen”
(Nick Davis, Genesis’ producer)

“The singer sounds more like Phil Collins than Phil Collins!”
(Ayrshire Post)

1 £18 per person

Saturday November 22nd 7pm

ROSS PENYARD SINGERS CONCERT

www.rosspenyardsingers.org.uk

Ross Penyard Singers & Ross Academy Choir present a reimagining of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons
by Joanna Forbes L’Estrange.

T £12 adults, children free

- Saturday November 22nd 7pm

SWING FROM PARIS

www.createross.co.uk

Swing from Paris are an all-string jazz quartet inspired
by the music of the 1930s, 40s and 50s.

Their Parisian-flavoured jazz and gypsy swing has
been delighting audiences for over 15 years.

1 £16 per person £20 on the door




Friday November 28th 7pm

“MIDWINTER"” ORCHESTRA OF THE SWAN

www.createross.co.uk

Midwinter’s musical pendulum swings between the ancient
and the contemporary, the religious and the secular, the
familiar and the unknown. This is a tapestry of music woven
from works spanning the 12th century to the present day,
illustrating the richness and enduring allure of midwinter’s
musical traditions.

% £15 adults, £5 children

- Friday November 28th 7:30pm
A CHRISTMAS CAROL BY CHARLES DICKENS

www.phoenix-theatre.org.uk

On a snowy Christmas Eve, Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by a series of ghosts determined to show
him how his cruel actions have affected the lives of others. Will Scrooge repent and accept the
error of his ways or continue down his dark path?

Join Behind the Door Productions at The Phoenix Theatre for a one-man performance of this
Christmas classic. This highly immersive and atmospheric production of A Christmas Carol
captures the joy, humour and darkness of this traditional piece. A true festive classic, told as

Dickens did to friends and family at Christmas time, this one-man performance is not to be
missed.

3 £8 per person

Saturday Nov 29th - Tuesday Dec 2nd

ST MARY'S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
www.rossparishes.uk

Christmas Tree Festival — 50 plus trees in the church, soup lunches and homemade cakes.

1 £3 adults, children free

— Sunday November 30th llam
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

www.rosstc-herefordshire.gov.uk

Kick off your Christmas shopping and explore over 80 stalls showcasing
everything from handmade jewellery and baked goods to cheeses and
festive décor! Grab some lunch from one of the many hot food vendors to
enjoy alongside variety live music and street entertainment. For the little
ones, you can visit Santa’s Grotto and your face painted too!




Decermber

December Ist St Mary’s Church

MICHAEL LUNTS GOES CHRISTMAS CRACKERS

www.rossparishes.uk

Comedy/songs/entertainment, includes half price voucher for soup or tea and cake afterwards.

1 £10 per person

December 6th, 13th & 20th

CHRISTMAS MARKETS

www.rosstc-herefordshire.gov.uk

Come and explore a variety of traders selling everything from baked goods and street food to
handmade gifts. Each market will have live music or entertainment to give you that festive feeling!

December th

BORDER BELLES CHOIR CONCERT

www.borderbelles.square.site

The group regularly stars in town events such as the 2024 Christmas Fayre and this year’s
Proms in the Park. But this is all about them and is their BIGGEST concert of the year!

& TBC

December 6th

RE PUNK’'D

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Re-Punk'd is a vibrant tribute to the explosive energy and innovative spirit of the punk and new
wave scenes from the mid-70s to the early 80s. This band captures the raw power of the original
punk anthems and the creative experimentation of the new wave erq, delivering an authentic yet
slick performance that resonates with audiences of all ages.

i £16 per person

December 7th

FREE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT

www.rosstownbandnew.weebly.com

Larruperz Centre

Ross Town Band's annual free Christmas Community Concert!




December 13th

ROSS CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT

www.rosschoral.org

Adrian Taylor directs a festive programme of Bach, Brahms, Mozart and seasonal carols, featuring
organist Stephen Power and mezzo-soprano Catherine King.

% £10 adults, under 18s free

December 20th Ross Town Centre

ROSS-ON-WYE CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL

Father Christmas comes to town with a torchlight parade.

Dec 20th & Dec 23rd | Morrison's___

CHRISTMAS CARROLING

www.rosstownbandnew.weebly.com

Ross Town Band's annual carol sessions outside Morrisons supermarket to spread a little festive cheer.

- Sunday December 21st
CANDLELIT CAROLS

www.rossparishes.uk

Join us for a traditional Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. Sing familiar carols and
hear the story of the first Christmas told in words and music from St Mary’s Choir.

Dec 22nd & Dec 23rd

CAROLS UNDER THE SPIRE

www.rossparishes.uk

Sing carols under the sky by the spire of St Mary’s. Bring a torch, lantern or mobile phone to download
the carols sheet (paper copies available). Afterwards enjoy mulled apple juice and mince pies.

: December 3ist
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY WITH XL5

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

Ring in 2026 with XL5 Hereford — one of the county’s top party bands, playing floor-filling hits all night!
Tickets include a finger buffet. Doors 9pm, buffet 9.30pm, followed by dancing and the countdown.

I £29.95 per person a




Guided Walks & Trails <

ROSS TRAILS APP

www.rosstc-herefordshire.gov.uk/tourism/ross-on-wye-trqils
A collection of short, guided walks in the town centre — available on the free app.

MUSEUM WITHOUT WALLS

www.museumwithoutwalls.uk
A free augmented reality app showing the town'’s history across 12 different sites.

HERITAGE TRAIL

www.visitrossonwye.com/heritage-trail

A route of 2 miles, starting from the Market House, passing sites of historical and architectural interest.
Leaflets of the trail can be picked up from tourist information points or accessed on the Ross Trails app.

— VINTAGE & DESIGN SHOPPING TRAIL

www.visitrossonwye.com/vintage-shopping-trail

A collection of 16 independent vintage shops that have formed a trail for those that love the weird
and the wonderful. Leaflets of the trail can be picked up from tourist information points or
accessed on the Ross Trails app.

HEREFORDSHIRE TRAIL

www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/see-do/routes-road-trips/herefordshire-trail

A 154 mile loop around the county that links all 5 market towns. Ledflets of the trail
can be picked up from tourist information points or accessed on the Ross Trails app.
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Thursday Jan 23rd & Friday Jan 24th - 6pm
Friday Jan 24th & Saturday Jan 25th - Ipm

ALADDIN FAMILY PANTOMIME

www.thedeantheatrecompany.com

A traditional family pantomime, full of colourful characters, costumes and scenery,
with a large cast and a full two act production this is definitely fun for all the family.

T3 From £10 per person

- SaturdayJanuary 24th 7:30pm

BRUCE JUICE THE BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
TRIBUTE BAND

www.rosscornexchange.co.uk

In 2025-26, Bruce Juice will showcase The Boss’s greatest albums,
plus a 50th anniversary gig celebrating Springsteen & the E Street
Band’s legendary 1975 shows at the Main Point and Bottom Line.

1 £22 per person

Feérmr/w <4

Saturday Feb 14th & Sunday Feb 15th
WYE VALLEY CHAMBER MUSIC WINTER FESTIVAL

www.wyevalleyfestival.com

Enjoy a weekend of chamber music in the Wye Valley. Last year, the festival celebrated its
25th anniversary and will be stopping in Ross this year!

3 TBC

— Monday Feb 16th - Friday Feb 20th
FEBRUARY HALF TERM ACTIVITIES

www.rosstc-herefordshire.gov.uk

A variety of free activities for families and children will be held across the half term.
Visit Ross-on-Wye Town Council's website for more information!




Usefl Information <4

~TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
The Market House
High St, HR9 5NX- open daily 10am to 4pm (located on the Ist floor)

Truffles Delicatessen
46 High St, HR9 5HL - open Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5pm.

Digital Touchscreens

Two outdoor tourist information digital touchscreens are located opposite
the Market House and at the Library.

Ross-on-Wye Town Council
Town Hall, Cantilupe Road, HR9 7AN - 01989 562373 - open Monday to Friday 9:30am to 1pm.

- COACH PARTIES
FREEPUBLIC TOILETS Red Meadow Car Park, HR9 7EG
The Croft Open from 8am to 6pm with free parking for

Croft Court Shopping Centre HR9 7AD coaches. Access via Kyrle St.

(8:30am-5:30pm).

Wye Street -BUS & COACH STATION ————
22 Wye Street HR9 7BT (7am-5pm). Cantilupe Road, HR9 7AN
Serving local and National Express services
Red Meadow (nqtionqlexpress.com). Stagecoach runs a bus
service between Hereford, Ross and Gloucester
Brookend Street, HR9 7RW (7am-5pm). (view timetables at stagecoachbus.com).
DAFFODIL LINE

Community led bus service

Connecting the market towns of Ross-on-Wye, Newent and Ledbury,
and the surrounding villages and countryside (www.daffodilline.co.uk).

NEAREST TRAIN STATIONS
Ledbury (14 miles), Hereford (15 miles), Gloucester (18 miles), Cheltenham (23 miles)

CAR PARKING

Most town centre car parks charge from 8am-6pm, with free parking outside of these hours
and on Sundays and 3 free hours for blue badge holders (www.herefordshire.gov.uk/parking).

EV CHARGING

Available at Edde Cross Street car park (HR9 7BU) and Morrisons (HR9 7AG), or at
King’s Head Hotel (HR9 5HL) and Wharton Lodge Cottages (HR9 7JX) for residents. °






